‘Glassmaker” author coming to the Glass City
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Thae Gilass City Is st 10 wel-
come Miw York Thmes st
selling author Tracy Chovalier
as she shapes the stocy behind
hnrb‘m--.' mirvel, The Celass-

"The book starts (a 1486
ared Orsola bs 9 vears old. And
at the end iUs 222 and she s
tm her lane 608" Mrs, Chevalier
said. “Like, how can you do
that? Well, 1 wanted (o cover

S0 years of
Viendee hilstory,
and [ also
elidns want my

T

die”
Chevalier 'I'!t'lli'-l'ln d'-'l'ﬂ
Eather of the main charchon
Orscds, dies ungpeciedly, in

an effort to save her family's
Business amd lvelihood, she
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Wkl — i sedrel — 1o perfect
the craft of glass making &
profession ol open b
wamin. Headors follew hie
time trmoed as her glass beads
are ultimately worm by covally
from Parts o Vienna, all while

she tries 1o eam ber due ne-

spect.
Tracy Chevalier & besd
Enoam Bor her second novel,

Chevalier to take part in Q&A, reception

i itk o Peard Farring
which was sdapted as o 2000
film starring Scarlett [ohans-
s ainte] Calin Firth,

Maring Friday™s author se-
fes event, “An Evening with
Tracy Chevaller” the award-
winning author  will shane
stary Imspirations and irsights
il her writing process, al-
hwing atteslees a rre oppar-

mirity b be immersed in the
world ol sterviellieg.
Thl:anJ.nngunﬁn‘-hl
i pum. VI mix-and-mingle re-
cephion o the Lourdes Unbver-
sty Flanetarium, followed by
a7 pun suthor peesemiain,
guestinn-and -answer sesdion,
arsl book signing at e Ebeid
Soudent Center in Syhvanka
Here's whal M. Chevalier
shared ahout er Book snd the
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writing process in advance ol
her visit on Friday:

() Share the creative inspi
ration arund the chamacter's
tirmee travel.

A: Venice has this real
timelessness about it and 1
wanted to capture that in the
book. 1 thought, maybe they
age at a different rate from
the rest of the world. Venice is
a timeless city, and if there's
any place in the world where
time would work differently,
it'd be there. The rest of the
book is really grounded in re-
ality. 50 each section is set in
a different century, and you
skip forward like a stone skip-

across the water and
through time. The characters
don't age, but the rest of the
world does,

: What inspired you to
write & novel centered
around the art of glass mak-
ing. Do you have a personal
fascination with it?

Az 1 never really thought
about glass before this book.
Years ago, | did a reading in
Italy, ir?urh-'[ﬂan. and a man
came up to me afterward and
said, “You know, yvou should
write about glass beads made
in Venice because they have a
really  interesting  history.
There are a lot of stories
around them, they wene used
all over the world, and they
were  made womern. |
know you like to write about
women, so  mayvbe  you
should think about that”
That's really what did it Just
that suggestion from a reader
and the desite 1o wrile more
about Venice.

) Toledo is the Glass City,
s0 it's perfect that you're
coming here. Tell me what
your glass and bead making
research entailed and how

u pulled it off.

WA:PII: was a lot. And whemn |
look back, sometimes 1 think
if 1 had realized, 1 might not
have done it. But [ started by
reading everything 1 could
about glass, the history of
glass making. Then | went to
Venice and all the glasses
wene made on  Murano,
which is this island off of Ven-
ice, and [ started wvisiting
workshops, talking to people,
and asking questions,

I meel an American woman
who lives there and she
makes glass, and her hus-
band is Italian and a maestro,
a really experienced plass-
maker This woman, Amy,
was so helpful, because she
lived there 20 years, bur she
could see it as an oulsider,
and she could tell me all
kinds of things. She took me
ta the real workers, like what
the tourists don't see.

n  Malceewski, Starlite
Theatre Group’s vice presi-
dent and development direc-
tor, said after hosting Mrs.
Chevalier in 2017, the organi-
zation was excited 1o have her
back. "It was when she re-
leased her book Af the Edge of
the Orchard, which [ollows a
pioneer family in the Black
Swamps of northiwest Ohio”
he said, "We had a sold-out
show at the museum. .., Let's
bring her back. And the sub-
ject matter was on glass and
we're the Glass City so that's
perfect,”

In parmmership with Lour-
des University, Starlite, Finch
& Fern Book Co., and Red
Bird Sylvamia, the event ls
sponanred by Anderson
Miller Insurance with addi-
tonal support from the Tay-
lor Automotive Family,

Tickets and more Informa-
tion are available at siarlite

Gontact Sheila Howard at
showard@thebipdie com or
an Twitter §SHowardwritas.



